A Copie of a Letter from General Monck, inanfwer 
N to a Letter ſent from hence by Col. Jones and others. N 


For the (ommander in chief of the Forces in Ix EνIAN D, to be communicated to the reſt of the 
Off cers of the Army there... 


= Aving recieved yours of the 4. of this inſtant, figr.ed by your ſelf and ſome others: you are pleaſed to 
A. ſgnific your apprehenſions of our undertakings, and your hopes that we have recieved from our 
Bretheren in England iuch ſatis faction as we may acquieſce in, in their late actings. I have ſent to 
you by this Gentleman theſe encloſ. d Papers, wherein you will fully be informed of our endeavors = 
and pains to keep a right underi#andiag wich our friends and fellow ſouldiers: but we ſincerely 
profels to you, That we cannot be cnvinced of any ſuch neceſſity or ſenſe of duty, that could en- 


gage them in actions lo violent and un wwarrantable, contrary to ſuch late and ſolemn ents: 

Indeed it makes our hearts mourn in iecret to conſider what the iſſue of this dangerous and raſh change of the Govern. 
ment may be, but we hope we ſhall be found in the way of duty, and ſhall walk according to Gods word, in that we 
have born our teſtimonie according ro our conſciences againſt that which is evil; and we humbly deſite you to lay to 
heart the great dishonor that will lie upon che holy Name of God, by our inconſtancie and (1 wiſh could not ſay) 
Are we not an Army that h ve the higheſt engagements upon us? Never ſuch a profeſſing generation for 

God; yet to make no conſcience of cbedience to thoſe God ſets over us; nay ſuch whole authority hath been vvitneſ- 
ſed to by Almighty God in many ſucceſſes, and for reſtoring of wh.ch we were but the other day rejoycing and praiſing 
God, and for the aſſerting whole juſt Authority our Bretheren in England ſo lately hazarded to bloud, and from whom 
we have all recieved Commiſſions and encouragement ; and this to be done without ha'f an hours deliberation : we 
tremble to conſider of it: And thata fevy pertons, and of them ſome unknown to us, to be intruſted with the power 
of aboliſhing Laws, raiſing Moneys, cauſing General Officers, creating new Models of Government, making Peace 
and War, aad this derived 2 the Officers of a few Regiments quartered in England, and our conſent to all this autho- 
ritatively required. We cannot but wirneſs againſt ſuch proceedings, as muſt needs make us a (corn to our enemies, a 
ſhame to our friends, and odious to all the people of God inthe World. ls this the Goed old C anſe? the defenſe of the 
Parliaments privileges, to diſſolve them with the greateſt contempt? Are the peoples rights now ſecured, when their 
Coalciences, Eſtates and perlons are abandoned to the will and pleaſure of nine or ten perſons ? Are the Churches of 
jon Chriſt like to be protected, when tl. e encouragement of the Miniſtry of the Churches is to be removed? Now we 
eech you in the bowels of the Lord jclus to lay to bear: theſe things, and conſider whether our jealouſies and fears 

be not real. And vve deſire to deal in plainneſs and ſingleneſs of heart (as in the preſence of God) with you, Thatcur 
Bretheren in England are very dear to us in the Lord; That it wounds us deeper to conſider theſe actings, than the 
wounds we have recieved trom our enemies, for then we could have born them. We b'elsche Lord that you are ſo 
ſenſible of the hazard and bloud that may fol ow: lo we _ you co remember vvhat bloud hath been ſhed, and who 
will anſwer tor it, it we be worſe than thole God caſts out before us. We bleſs God that we need no umbrage for our 
actions, but teſtifie before God and Man, That we «xill not admit any ſingle perſon whatloever, nor Hotiſe of Lords; 
Thar We deſire ſucceſſive Parliaments, and Councils of State eſtabl:ſhed by Authority of Parliament for the Govern- 
ment of theſe Nations, and that there may be a legal Foundation and Succeſſion. We deſire you our Bietheren in Ire- 
land, to joyn wich u · in your deſires to the / rmy in England, that this Parliament may be reſtored, and put a legal period 
to their ſi · ting, and ſett e ſuch expediencs as may be for the ſecu ing of theſe Nations againſt the Common Enemie; and 
We ſhall cake this as a renewved engagement of your Br2therly love and ki dneſs tous: and having no further to trouble 


you, but to let you know that | an, Hogored Sir, your huinble Servant 
* "Ws Georges eMonck. 
Elenbrough 11 Noven. 1559. 3 = 8 
This Meſſ nger after ſome time being in this (ity, ; 
carryea himſelf very mdiſcreetly, ſo that I t honght fit 3 
to confine kin to bis (hamb.r, which 1 bope you will } | 
not take ul. _— 


_ 


— — 


Dublin, Printed by William. Bladen, by ſpecial Order Anno Domini, 1659. 
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